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Chemical Prices Surge at Fastest Pace in Two Decades Amid Global
Supply Shock

Global chemical markets are experiencing the sharpest price increases in nearly 20 years, driven
by a convergence of geopolitical tensions, feedstock disruptions, and logistics constraints—
particularly linked to instability in the Middle East and restricted flows through critical shipping
routes like the Strait of Hormuz. The supply shock is triggering widespread shortages across
Europe and parts of Asia, alongside panic buying and force majeure declarations. Key product
categories—including polymers, intermediates, and feedstocks—are seeing price spikes of 30–
40%, with volatility expected to persist into Q2 and beyond.
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https://www.icis.com/explore/resources/news/2026/03/18/11189879/insight-global-chemical-prices-spike-at-fastest-pace-in-almost-20-years-as-europe-faces-q2-import-supply-crunch/?utm_source=chatgpt.com




 

The Rules Have Changed’:
Global Leaders Redefine
Strategy for a Permanently
Volatile World

At the World Economic Forum’s Industry
Strategy Meeting, global leaders concluded
that predictability in business has
structurally disappeared, replaced by a new
operating environment defined by
geopolitical fragmentation, AI disruption,
energy volatility, and workforce
transformation.

Source: We forum

Rising Cargo Theft Forces
Carriers to Reinvent Supply
Chain Security

Matson is implementing enhanced cargo
security measures as theft incidents surge
across logistics networks. The trend signals
a broader escalation in supply chain risk,
insurance costs, and operational complexity,
particularly for high-value and constrained
goods.

Source: Supply Chain Brain

 

Temporary De-escalation
Offers Short-Term Relief,
Not Stability

The delay in potential US action against
Iran provides brief market relief but does
not resolve underlying tensions. Markets
remain highly sensitive to geopolitical
triggers, sustaining volatility in energy and
chemicals.

BASF Announces Up to 30%
Price Increase Across Care
Chemicals Portfolio in
Europe

BASF Pharma Solutions has announced a
global price increase of up to 20% on
excipients and selected APIs, effective
immediately or as contracts permit, citing
sustained increases in energy and raw
material costs.

https://www.weforum.org/stories/2026/03/global-strategy-leaders-industry-strategy-meeting-ism/
https://www.supplychainbrain.com/articles/43752-matson-adds-new-cargo-security-measures-as-thefts-continue-to-surge


Source: Argus Media Source: BASF

 

From Crisis to Catalyst: How Energy Disruptions Reshape
Industrial and Chemical Demand

The WEF highlights that while the Iran war has triggered a severe energy supply shock, history
shows such disruptions often drive long-term structural transformation across industries and
economies.

Source: We forum
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